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Old and New Teſtament, which are 
50 underſtood to relate more eſpecially, 
if not excluſively, to the Teachers of Religion. 
In many of theſe paſſages, the paſtoral office is 
eniformly fpoken of, as an office demanding an 
heart devoted to truth and ſincerity, diſengaged 


frotn all corrupt affections and ſordid attach- 


ments, and hands unpolluted with thofe un- 


| righteous practices, to which, what has bern 


called human nature, is perpetually tempted by 
: . ** 1. 


Tate edges ai Gen Un duda det 
fined to che occaſional miffions of the ancient 
| Jewiſh prophets, or made fpecial and peculiar 
either to their times, or the times and circum- 
ſtances when and with whick the apoſtles of 
Chriſt fixſt preached the Goſpel The apoſtles 
themſelves ſpeak of their commiſſion as having 
wn... 


the 


HERE cre.mavy pitivges; bothiin de 


„ 
the propliets of old, and that, as ſüch, they fe- 
ceived it from their bleſſed Maſter, and, as ſuch, 
delivered it in charge to their ſucceſſors, name- : 
ly, as having Ps to the progreſs of the Chri- 
ſtian difpenſation, and the final happineſs of gll 
who ſhould'profit by it, from thenceforth to the 
end of time, and, conſequently, as a commil- 
fion which would oblige all thoſe who accepted : 
it,—all in particular who in the courſe of ige 
| were to be diſtinguiſhed under the denominaſjon : 
of Clergy, or Churchmen, to be faithful and 
rp in the 1 of it. ns tos n 11 


75 „ 

* this . als Giada as well as the 
lbertine obſerver, view and compare the prac- 
tice of the clergy; with the law to which they 
are bound. They are found, in too many in- 
ſtances, to diſagree; and the reſult of the exa- 
mination is, what might be expected, a diſaf. 
fection to the profeſſion, as well as the perſons 
of clergymen, and a reproach caſt upon the 
Order, where they who give the moſt immediate 
and obvious occaſion for it, are too ſeldomt 
W from thoſe who give * tv f 


o* 
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What 18: i" 10 be debe Shall we a whe 
fact, and affirm, that the charge:-is.. altogether 
falſe and unjuſt? I truſt there are numbers 
1 . Gon have a very juſt and rea- 
1 | ſonable 


Fx 


ſohable defence in an ner to ihelt o esl 
duct, and may commit themfelves with ſuficient 
confidence, to the determination of all candid 
and equitable judges. But defences of this ſort 
are merely perſonal. A charitable heart indeed 
may be diſpoſed to extend its indulgenee far- 
ther, and to palliate the failings and irregula- 
rities of here and there an obnoxious brother; 
and there are caſes undoubtedly where all of us, 
in our turn, have occaſion for allowances in 
: n mn” 2046 | + 
in ht can it avail to POP THIER to ben 
the ſcandals and offences of thoſe who are in 
no degree careful to ſuſtain their own proper 
character? Nothing that ever I could learn, 
but to have the whole body invidioufly. loaden 
with the opprobrium due only to thoſe particu- 
lar offenders thus patronized, and many inno- 
cent and worthy men belied and affronted, as 
acceſſaries to faults and offences, which they 
vVvould never wiſh to ſee paſſed by with impunity 
in their own order, . they might * 
found beſides. e 


— 


But laying out of the caſe thoſe immoralities 
which are without excuſe, may not ſomething 
be ſaid for certain popular and more reputable 
connections with the world, of which few of us, 
mn i N 1 


is imperfect and incompetent for its orginal 


(81 


1 imagine, think we bony reaſon to be aan, 


becauſe they are : 


Why this 1 too we been « nb; ſs to 
various apologies that have been offered 8 
thoſe who mix ſecular engagements and ſecular 


ſay the truth, with no better ſucceſs. 


employments with their clerical duties, the 
friend and the adverſary return again and again 
to the charge, and tell the public, that where 


there is a rule of duty ſo plain as that laid 


down by Chriſt and his apoſtles for miniſters 


of the goſpel, all cuſtoms and faſhions, how- 


ever innocent or allowable in popular eſtima. 
tion, if they are inconſiſtent with that rule, 


muſt be condemned and given up as indefen. 


fible; unleſs you will admit that the rule itſelf 


purpoſes; a conceſſion which, I truſt, none of 
us will ever be dif] 3 to | countenance. 


The "A of the . indeed will, I appre« 


hend, ſupport the argument from ſcripture. 


A vicious miniſter, it is true, is a bad ex» 
ample, and, inſtead of edifying, muſt infect 


ſome part of his flock with his own corrupt 
principles and habits. But his blemiſhes are 


notorious, and, to the ſerious and conſiderate, 


diſguſting and deteſtable 3 and puts one part of 
his 


= 
Be 
PE 
Te 
7 
5 
4 
ff 
* x 
* 
* 
LY 
. 
25 
ay 
ay 
* 
* 
BH 
+ \ 
* 
bt 
25 
* 
DD 
oy 
is 
Yiu 
i 
2 


[ 9 J 
his flock :as REF upon their guard, as it _ 


1 off from che edification of other s 


= 1 
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. is it not Wa an n i phafitices 


with more decent appearances: may do as much 


miſchief another way? When a miniſter (let his | 


perſonal repute: be what you will) abſents him- 


ſelf, from his people on account of his ſecular 
occupations; or, reſiding among them, is bu- 
ſied about many things foreign to the nature of 
his calling, there is little to be expected from a 
few. formal and occaſional inſtructions, even 
ſuppoſe them to be of the ſoundeſt ſort . 


When ſuch inſtructions are obſerved to diſ- 


agree v with the habitual conduct of thoſe who 


diſpenſe them, the people will take the liberty, 


whether we will or no, to underſtand and inter- 


pret them as, they vill ſuppoſe, the miniſter 
himſelf dere that is, for their own convenience. 


= * 
82 5 5 
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"It, pines”; 3 fd S pong in ha 8 
Fs ſtate of religion among -us, the ſcheme of 
duty laid down in the ſcriptures for the mini- 
ſters of the goſpel, will appear, on the firſt 
view of it, to be full of moſt alarming diſcou- 


ragements, and difficulties next to unſurmount- 
able. It is not at all ſtraining the prophecies 


of the New Teſtament to ſay, that the preſent 


dice come within aber aao they mo. of a 


va 
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times of peril and apoſtacy, wherein. iniquiry 
23 and the love of many is waxen cold; 


and juſt in proportion as Chriſtians, in any pe- 


riod, degrnerate from the purity and ſmmplicity 


of manners injoined in the goſpel, and deviare 
from their original rule, will the labours and 
mortifications of thoſe be increaſed, whoſe pro- 
Vince it is to revive a bexter ſpirit among them. 


But theſe diſagreeable cireutnſtances make 
not the leaſt alteration in the obligation of our 
paſtoral duty. That will be juſt what it always 
was from the beginning, after all the refined 
reaſoning and phuſible colours which tehd to 


relax the bond; have had their 12 oh 8 and 
_ n effect. 240 


| ſh wiſe a a n . in rely | 
take occaſion from this increaſe of perverſeneſs 


and lukewarmneſs among Chriſtians, to enter 
upon the office of a miniſter with the better 


preparation, and a more conſtant and ſteady 
eircumſpection. He wilt fee the neceſſity, in 


reference to this ſtate of things, of computing 


his own ſtrength, reſolution, and ability to go 
through che warfare, before he engages in it; 
and, while it is yet in his choice, he may per- 
haps find reaſon to decline a conflict to which 
* abs: arr are not equal. But 


having 
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haying made his option, he has nothing: farther 


to conſider but the obligation he is under to 


diſcharge his truſt with diligence. and fidelity, 
in which the want of his own inclination, or the 


want of encouragement from thoſe of whom he 


may think he has reaion to * it, * make 


no difference. | 


% 


And cath all thipgs. conſidered, is ſur- 


priſing enough, this corruption and degeneracy 


of the times has been made ufer of as an argu: 
ment for our conforming to the prevailing tafte 
and manners of the world, and relaxing our 


endeavours to reform them, : in conſideration, 


that the diſſipation and indolence of the preſent 

generation, hath totally indiſpoſed a large ma- 
jority from liſtening to the important truths f 
the Chriſtian Neligion. There is little hope,“ 


ſay theſe caſuiſts, in the preſent times, of be- 
ing heard upon the ſubject of religion to any 


„good purpoſe, if confiderable abatements are 


<< not made with refpect to the ſtricter. precepts 
af the goſpel; and then they tell us very 
gravely, that in this, as well as in other caſes, 


men are to be dealt with according to wat they 


are, and not ngen to what 1 e be.” 


"dun WP auge to abs us . a proper” 
warrant for theſe abatements and expedients 
1 2 | may 
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may be found in the word of God; or where 
that man, or that body of men may be met 
with, who have authority to grant the neceſſary 
diſpenſations in ſo important a caſe. The mat- 


ter of fact indeed diſcredits the ſuppoſition; and 


the reaſon of the ny diſgraces the ace oe 


4 - 


The experiment has 1 1 3 "TE 2 


am afraid, {till trying, and what is the ſucceſs? - 


Are they who adopt this gentle and inoffenſive 
plan any better; are they ſo well heard, as their 


predeceſſors were who took the other and more 


evangelical method, and . none mak theſe 
abatements at all an S795 
On the other hand, it ſeems to be an ac- 
knowledged fact on all ſides, that the world is: 
corrupt and wicked, and. the thing to be con- 


ſidered is, how it is to be reformed. By reli- 


gion, ſays the voice of ſober reaſon, as well 
as the voice of God; — by ſuch religion as moſt 
effectually oppoſes. and counteracts the errors 
and paſſions which occaſion the corruption and 


wickedneſs complained of. To this: purpoſe: 


the Chriſtian Religion pretends to be well 
adapted; and, if duly diſpenſed, would cer- 
tainly make good its pretenſions. But, depend 
upon it, in no degree will reformation ever be 


forwarded by diſpenſing ſuch religion as ſooths 


— 


and 
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ſcriptures? or whence does. i it appear that the 


L.A * J | 
and tolerates. finners in their vices and follies; 
and encourages them to. hope, they- will gain 


leſs by being throughly converted, and loſe leſs 


by continuing to be what they are, than the 
ow of ein declares they would go. % 03. 
If we edn ms thoſe a bene 05 | 
oils reformation which reſpect the intereſts 
of mankind in the preſent life only, theſe heal- 


ing methods (as they have been called) of deal- 


ing with ſinners, are, in the character of a mi- 


niſter of the * moſt abſurd. 


A — ig 5 4 65 ww 2 & * Ys 3 


Our buſineſs is, nien men to repentance, 
and the knowledge of the truth, that they may” 


obtain eternal life. 2 To leave them ſhort in 


their inſtruction, or to ſpeak peace to them 
where there is no peace, is not only to deal 
unfaithfully with them, but to diſappoint the 


deſign of our own office. For where ſhall we 


find the inſtruction proper either for their pur- 5 
poſe or our own, but in the word of God! 2 or 
where/1s authority given us to propoſe terms 
of ſalvation to them, either of greater or leſs 
obligation than are to be found in the holy 
conditions of eternal life are made eaſter or 
more palatable to the taſtes and humours of 
the preſent generation, than they were at the 
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to the vogue of the times, you: may gain more 
friends, and make ſome men more favourable 


ſor certain purpoſes, than you would do by 


dealing more ſincerely and plainly with them. 
T be ſearching truths of the Goſpel are offenſive 


to delicate ears, and are apt to derive enmity. 
and contempt upon thoſe who diſpenſe them. 
Theſe probably, and other inconveniences, you 
may avoid by conforming more to the world. 15 
But remember, there will be another world 
where none of this kind of prudence is admiſ- 
ſible; and that by taking this method to gain 
or to keep your friends, or improve your for- 
tunes, you are nouriſhing ſo many future wit- 
neſſes againſt yourſelves, to teſtify that you 
have ſbunned ta declare unto thens the whole coun-. 
ſel of God: and if, through ignorance or error 
occaſioned by your partiality, they are found 
guilty, moſt certain it n vou will not be 

| _ 


- 
1 
1 


hearers ſuch. as are ſeriouſly and piouſly dif 
poſed. who fear God, and defire to have his. 


word at to them with fidelity and fince. 
rity, 


wes as  aS Mons war CT 


FE 


1 ther than we ſuppoſe or expat me 


„ 
cry, and who will not be perſuaded, that there 


is ane Goſpel for them, and another for another 


ſort of their feliow-chriſtians. To miſrepreſent 


| the truths of the Chriſtian Religion to theſ6, 


may caufe them to fall from their own ſtedfaſt- 
neſs, and by theſe means, the infection of er- 
ror being rapid in its progreſs, eſpecially when 
it falls in wich the corrupt affections of the na- 
tural man, che miſchief may ſpread much far 


en "_ Dank it. 


„ 1 8 3 which W 
to have grrat weight with thoſe who are diſ- 
poſed to ſoften the precepts of the goſpel, and 
bring them down to the taſte and temper of a 


certain ſort of hearers, upon the pretence above- 
mentioned. The difference between the pre- 


cept and the interpretation of it, cannot be 
concealed from every one; and when i is dif- 
covered, it will always be ſuſpected, that teach- 
ers of this caſt find ſome motive in their own 


failings and propenſities, to duguile the truth 


for their own fakes.” 


e wa under my body,” ſays the . 


Paul, * and bring it into ſubjection, leſt, when 


* have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould 


A de a caſtaway,“ or * in thoſe very 


articles 
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articles of duty Which I recommend to others; 
This is no very caſy or agreeable expedient to 
thoſe who are concerned to make uſe of it. 
And by thoſe to whom it is a hard ſaying, it is 
no wonder that means ſhould: be contrived to 
evade it. A conſcious mind willi find ſome 
reluctance in paſſing a: ſevere ſentence upon 
other people; in caſes which very much reſem- 
ble its own, and will rather caſt about for ſome 
indulgent abatement that may afford a plauſi- 
ble apology for both: and it happens, that the 
indeterminate meaning of ſome expreſſions of 
ſcripture, and the unwarrantable liberty that 
has been taken in uſing and applying them, af- 
ford ſometimes an occaſional retreat, under 
ſome ſuch cover, for prodticas of che n 
nerion. c 


Talk to à rich man of i his avarice, 1 he i im- 

| mediately pleads for a competency in the world, 

and a prudent proviſion for his family. Put the 
proud man in mind of the evils of an aſpiring 
and ambitious temper, and he will ſhew you 
from many wiſe maxims, and various inſtances, 
the neceſſity of keeping up his dignity, and in- 
creaſing his conſequence in the world, that he 
may have a larger ſphere of action, and greater 
influence in the employment of his eminent ta- 


| lents. That is to ſay, each of theſe men gives 
you 


** 


-_ 


Fw 


you the moſt decent excuſe he can think of, for 


harbouring and entertainitig theſe impure com- 
panions. And if ſuch men happen to be mi- 
niſters of the word of God, is it to be expected 


that they will have the honeſty or the courage 


to lay before their hearers; all the ſevere things 
our Saviour and his apoſtles have ſaid of theſe 


7 * vices, pride and doreeün ? 


It is indeed of the 0 conſequence to the 


batten of the clerical character, and one of 


the main hindrances of a miniſter's exerciſing 


his function with effect, to preach what he 


does not practiſe. But the diſpenſation of the 
goſpel being committed to us, nothing will ex- 
cuſe us from holding up the mirror of truth 
fairly and openly, to the inſpection of the 
whole world. And if it ſhould reflect back 
upon us ſome of our own deformities, it would 
become us to. be the firſt to profit by the con- 


viction, and to ſhew, by its effect upon our- 


ſelves, how quick and powerful the influence 
and operation of the word of God is upon a 
conſcious, but an honeſt, ingenuous, and good 
heart. It is no Juſt reproach to us that 'we 
have our treaſures in earthen veſſels, or that we 
are 'men of like paſſions with the reſt of the 
ſpecies. But bitter and ſmarting is the ſarcaſm 
when we give juſt occaſion to be told, that it 
; | C 1 


18 } 
is to little purpoſe we are appointed to temper 
and regulate theſe paſſions in other men, while 
we have them in no better government at home 
3 they who. N rns with all freedom. 


dow. ſoch 15 e che times, 
char what ſhould:be a principle of care and cir- 
cumſpection in our whole conduct, is, by ſome 
licentious characters of the profeſſion, and by 
others whom it may occaſionally: concern to be- 
friend them, made their excuſe, and even their 
defence, for many fcandalous: deviations: from 


their duty. The clergy,” ſay ſuch perſons 
and their advocates, are but men, framed and 


« conſtituted like others of the humanirace z 
% and what wonder they ſhould” be drawn away 


« by the ſame common temptations ?*” All this 


is true, but'is little to the purpoſe, unleſs you 


can ſhew- that they are under a neceſſity of 


being indolent, immoral, e hs and 
* men. 4 5 


The clergy are but 5 you a Did 


not Chriſt and his apoſtle Paul, know this as 
well as we? And yet, it ſeems, this confi dera- 


tion did not hinder them from preſcribing rules, 
and ſetting examples to the clergy, which, I 


preſume, none of thoſe who fly to this apology 
pretend to follow. Read over the ſeveral 
| ſketches 
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Ketches of - the miniſterial character which oc- 
cur in Paul's epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, 
and then tell me, if you can, what you find 
there that riſes higher than the piety, the 


prudence, the vigilance, and purity of good 


Chriſtians in other ſtations, except that aptneſs 


and ability to teach, Which is a diſtinct thing 
from the * character. 8 | 


a may . 1 20 camps in thoſ, and 


in other ſcriptures, to make the beſt and ſtouteſt 


of us tremble, when we conſider upon what 


footing things are among us at this day; not 


becauſe we are men, but becauſe we art not, 
what the precept USHER « we might be, 075 ; 
men-as are there. deſcribed. . 


— 


Our Saviour has . ſaid it, fa his 
apoſtles have all along ſuppoſed it, that every 
one is qualified to count the coſt before-hand; 
No man who chooſes to know ſuch things, needs 
to be a ſtranger to the diſpoſitions of his own | 
heart, or to his own particular propenſities. 


And tho' it is inſiſted, that every one who is a 
candidate for the kingdom of heaven, muſt 


ſubmit himſelf to the diſcipline of che goſpel 


in his whole converſation, yet is it a eircum- 
ſtance" of great mercy, that this diſcipline is 


* adapted to the various provinces of hu- 


C-2 man 
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man life, and that no man is compelled by it 


to put himſelf upon trials which he has not 
good reaſon to hope his ſtrength a_ his * 
city will enable him to go ane, 


And this * 3 be in- 


excuſable who enters upon the miniſtry, either 


with a total ignorance of the nature of the of- 
fice, an utter inattention to his powers to diſ- 
charge it, a ſtrong attachment ta lucrative con- 
ſiderations, or with no better rule before him, 
than the mode of the times, and the examples 
held up to him under the ſanction of certain 
reſpectable titles and venerable names. What 
pretence has ſuch a one to excuſe his irregula- 
rities, by alledging, that he is na more than a 


man ? 


"ER it will be ſaid, (it has indeed been 
ſaid) that by repreſenting the clerical calling as 


requiring this conſtant attention and aſſiduity, 


and laying theſe reſtraints upon ſecular avoca- 
tions, great numbers may be diſcouraged from 


_ undertaking it, who might otherwiſe be capable 


of being of ſame ſervice at leaſt, in the church; 


and that rather than run the hazard of creating 


a dearth of labourers in the harveſt, (which 
might be the conſequence, if every one were 


deliberately to contemplate the nature and ex: 
| tent 
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tent of his obligations ſet forth above) it would 


be better to take up with ſuch miniſters as eſti- 


mate their duty by the popular repute of the 


times, and are well to paſs upon the common 


E An terms of admiſſion to 2 * | 


But in 3 to "this, 1 deſire to * IP it 
underſtood, in the firſt place, that however im- 
perfectly I may excuſe what I intend, my mean- 
ing is to repreſent nothing elſe, nor any N 
otherwiſe, than the ſcriptures repreſent it. If 
any man can find in the New Teſtament a dif- 
ferent ſtate of the, caſe, he is at liberty to frame 
his own. notions IF it, and to rectify mine ac- 
condingiy. 


But thus . I may preſume, we all agree, 
that the ſubject is of the laſt importance, and 
ſhould be well underſtood, and ſeriouſiy and ac- 


curately weighed by every one among us. And 
I am now conſidering, not ſo much what public 
. exigencies might occaſionally. demand, as what 


private conſcience, properly informed, would 


| ſuggeſt to particular, perſons; and I ſuppoſe 


none of us need to be apprehenſive, that any 
inconvenient conſequences, public or private, 
| would ariſe from following the dictates of a 
PRs, and a faithful heart. 


* 
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For 


E 

For the reſt, where the word df God is al- 
ready ſo clear and expreſs, let no man fear that 
the ſupreme Lord of all things has any need of 
human prudence and political expedients to 
perfect his plans, or to execute his counſels, or 
that he ſhould be reduced to the neceſſity of 
employing improper inſtruments in a work ſo 
properly and n, his own, as as-the * 
tion of ſinners. 


" [Doi Chet ſhut the door Saint ignorant, lazy, | 
voluptuous, ambitious, and worldly- minded 
paſtors, or open it for them to go out, when 
their deeds bear witnefs againſt them, and you 
would ſoon ſee another ſort of men ariſe in their 
ſtead; men who have different conceptions of 
the nature of the office, different views in un- 
dertaking it, and who accordingly make a dif- 
ferent fort of preparation for it, There would 
be then, no intruding into- it with talents un- 
equal to any other reputable profeſſion, or with 
diſpoſitions that would diſgrace ſome of the 
leaſt reſpectable offices among the Laity. Men 
whoſe humble piety and modeſt diffidence now 
confine them in the ſhade of retirement, would 
then be brought out of their obſcurity, ſent into 
the vineyard with every advantage, without any 
danger of being eclipſed by qualifications, or 
over-borne by intereſts, which, however they 

| may 
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may enable men to figure in the ſcenery: of 
worldly faſhion, are moit foreign to the office, 

character, ſtudies, and e of a Chri- 
ſtian * 8 
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men of the moſt moderate capacities to perceive, 
that: if the Chriſtian Religion is true, it muſt 
be by far the moſt intereſting and important 


object of their attention in this world. That 
is to ſay, they perceive, that it is out of all 


proportion more neceſſary; to make ſure of eter- 


nal happineſs in the world to come, than to 


employ their anxiety about their well- being or 


their gratifications in the preſent life. No 


far into his religion, if not from his own ſtores 


of learning, yet. certainly from the information 
of others. 


| The action * with them- will- be, are 
theſe things really ſo? Many of them, no 
doubt, might inform themſelves of this, by 
reading the ſcriptures, and other writings of 


good and pious men, of which there is no 


{carcity, thank. God, in this age and country. 


f But the thamk has given them teachers, and 


it is a the leſs lber method to take their in- 
: ſtructions 
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Hructions from them, as opportunity is afforded 
them. Many: of the lower ranks, indeed, can | 
have little religious information in any other 
way; and, conſequently, their proficiency and 


edification will greatly depend moon the . 
we have for their teachers. 


Hence aries thy neceſſity that miniſters of 
the goſpel ſhould be living examples of the in- 
fluence of thoſe doctrines they deliver, if they 
hope or deſire to be believed by their hearers. 
For the fame common ſenſe which qualifies 
them to diſcern - the importance of religion, 
wilt teach them to argue, that where it is really 
believed, it muſt be practiſed ; and who ſhould 
have better grounds for believing it, or more 
cogent inducements to practiſe it, than they 
who are profeſſedly their guides and inſtructors. 


If theſe, while they preach up humility, pu- 
rity, contentment, ſ{elf-denial, and contempt of 
the world, are obſerved to tale their pleaſures; 
ſtudious to heap up riches, eager in purſuit of 
high place and preferment, and bufied in crea- 
ting and cultivating worldly friendſhips and 
connexions for thoſe purpoſes, the obvious con- 
cluſion is, that they are not yet converted to 
their own doctrines; that they preach what they 
do not believe, and practiſe 12 another rule 

than 
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chant they preſcribe to others; and, finally, that 


they have ſome ſecret reaſon to know, that the 


religion they teach, ſtands W a very preca- 
rious foundation. | | 


It will be to little purpoſe to tell them that 
the argument is a bad one, and that the truth of 
religion depends upon its own inherent evidence, 


without any reference to the faith or the con- 


duct of its profeſſors. It may be ſo, they 
will anſwer, but while you that pretend to 


* know to what this evidence amounts, appear 


eto act as if there was no ſuch thing, what is it 


< that brings us under the bond of a covenant, 


£ which you, -whoſe obligations ſhould riſe full 
eas high as ours, can ſo eaſily evade?” 


The fact is, however, and it is a well-known 
fact, that occaſion is taken from the lives and 


converſations of the eſtabliſhed clergy, with or 


without, reaſon, - to ſeduce our people into the 
bye- paths of error and ſuperſtition of various 
kinds. Papiſts, Infidels, Enthuſiaſts of diffe- 
rent denominations, have been for ever holding 
out the moſt obnoxious characters among us to 
the people on whom they - chooſe to practiſe; 


and by a very uſual perverſeneſs, the people 


are too apt to fix their eyes on theſe, without 
contraſting them with thoſe burning and ſhining 
| * lights 
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lights in the church of England, which art 


and have been in ſufficient plenty to redeem 
us, with equitable allowances, from a reproach 
which is but the natural fruit of all eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitutions that have been long eſtabliſhed 


by civil authority. 


All blemiſhes and abuſes in human inſtitu- 


tions grow worſe by time; nor is it to be won- 


dered at, that this ſhould be the caſe in an ec 


cleſiaſtical ſyſtem, which has ſubſiſted for above 


two hundred years, with very few of thoſe 
ſeaſonable reviews and correctives, which the 


changeable circumſtances of all collective bo- 


dies require at much ſhorter intervals. Tis 
rather ſtrange that there is ſo much left of a 
more edifying tendency, conſidering how the 


neglect of our appointed duty has been diſpen- 
ſed with, and what relaxations and indulgences 


have been granted us from political motives, 
in proportion as the clergy have become more 


opulent, and conſequently more influential as 
members of the civil community. 


Perhaps it may be ſaid, that ſomething of the 
ſame ſort may have happened in the diſſenting 
churches, thofe eſpecially of any long ſtanding, 


and that the eaſe and accommodations afforded 


them by the toleration laws, may have cooled 
| | „ 
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their firſt love, and brought forth among their 
teachers a degree of remiſſneſs and * 
unknoun to their forefathers. 


To os fact I have nothing to ſay, but ſhould 
this be the caſe among them to any conſiderable 
degree, the more is their blame; as they are 
much more at liberty to inforce, or new-model 
their diſcipline from time to time, than thoſe 
churches that are bound to ancient and incon- 

venient ae by law. 


Human nature is but too unifarm in all its 
propenſities to corruption; and even our mo- 
dern pietiſts, with all their zeal and boaſting, 
may become liable to the ſame reproach, when 
the novelty of their extravagances hath had its 
day, and the wildneſs of enthuſiaſm has ſuffici- 
ently wearied its votaries, to make the repoſe of 
a ſyſtem deſireable, and when ſome fortunate 
circumſtances have enabled them to fit down 
under the comforts and emoluments of a ſober 
ſettlement. 

It muſt be confeſſed, however, that theſe 
conſiderations are not ſufficient to vindicate, 
either churches, or particular perſons in thoſe 
churches, who are not what they ſhould be. 
This kind of defence. can claim no higher me- 
'D 2 | rit, 
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rit, than mere recrimination ; and only proves, 
that things are not in the ſtate they oug kit to be 
any where. If our church, upon examination, 
and after being weighed in the balance of the 


word of God, ſhall appear to be defective in 


ſome things, and overloaded in other inſtances 
with offenſive or unedifying ſuperfluities, let it 
be among the moſt earneſt of our ſupplications, 


. 
and, as far as becomes us in our private ſtations, 


one eſpecial object of our endeavours, that ſhe” 


may be reformed, till ſhe be wanting in nothing 


that may make her a name and a praiſe to the 


ends of the earth. 37500 


This, however, may beat be thought, 
without ſome ſignal interpoſition of God's good 
providence, rather an object of our wiſhes, 
than of our hopes. But be that as it may, the 
perſonal reformation of every man, where it is 
wanted, depends upon himſelf; and, with re- 
ſpect to clergymen, 1 is more likely to be effectual 
and permanent when it is brought about by the 


inward convictions of a right ſpirit, than when 


it is inforced 25 any outward ur what- 
ever. | 


Miniſters of the goſpel are under covenant | 
with God and God's people, prior to any ſtipu- 
lations with particular churches, or church eſta- 

1 OI. bliſh- 
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bliſhments; and whoever is unfaithful in this 
firſt and fundamental obligation, will never be 
able to acquit himſelf by pleading the incom- 
modious or the culpable circumſtances in that 
particular church of which he is a member. 


Such circumſtances are not, perhaps, ſo verx 
evil in any Chriſtian church upon earth, as to 
prevent a miniſter, who is truly and ſincerely 
ſo diſpoſed, from becoming the pious, prudent, 
zealous, and diligent ſervant of God, ſo fre- 


quently deſcribed, and to whom our Lord has 


promiſed fo liberal a reward in the Goſpel. 


Our ſervices, above thoſe of all other men, 
ſhould be free-will offerings; the obedience of | 
a ready mind; of a mind ſenſible of the honour. 


of being employed i in a calling, which the Son 


of God himſelf dignified by his own profeſſion . 
and practice; of a mind exalted above the ſor- 
did and frivolous objects which catch the eye 
of ſenſe, and fix its attention to the gratifica- 
tions of this preſent world only ; of a mind 
opened and enlarged by a diſintereſted love and 
benevolence for the whole human race, truly 
ſymphathiſing with his fellow-mortals in the 
various infirmities and calamities to which they 
are ſubject, and fired with the noble and generous | 


' 8 ambition of leading them to victory over their 


unruly 
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untuly wills and affections, and the fins and 
 follies that fo eaſily beſet them; delivering. as 
many of them as we can from the evils and anx- 


ieties of this preſent changeable ſcene of vanity 


and deluſion, by pointing out to them the way 


to everlaſting life and glory thro* Chriſt, in a 
continuing city whoſe builder and maker is Gop. 


Theſe, my Reverend Brethren, are the prin- 
ciples, theſe the duties, and theſe the ends of 
our miniſtry, ſuggeſted by our. ever. bleſſed 


Maſter in the holy ſcriptures, and in view of 


which I have been emboldened to lay before 


you the foregoing conſiderations. 


If any apology for the a wh which 1 
have done it is neceſſary, permit me to take 
one part of it from the reflection which old age 


and bodily infirmity naturally ſuggeſt, that the 


nearer we are brought within the proſpect of a 
future account, the more diſtinctly we perceive 


the neceſſity of dealing plainly and faichfully, 


with thoſe to whom our admonitions may. be of 


_ uſe: admonitions which a retroſpect to my own 


errors and failings, has long fince convinced 
me, are as neceſſary for myſelf, as for any one 
who hears me, and which the courſe of nature 
muſt, in no long time, put me outof a N 
either to give or to receive. 


Atter 


N -þ 


tm l 
| After this, permit me to refer you to the 
genius and complexion of the times, wherein 
ſo. many hands are at work to pull down and 


deſtroy, what it ſhould be our peculiar buſineſs 


to build up and ſuſtain; and what cannot be 
ſuffered by us to lie totally waſte, conſiſtently 
with any reaſonable hope of making our future 


1 account with joy and not with * 


Many, loud, "I various are the 2 we 
have at this period to rouſe from the inglorious 
indolence of ſlothful ſervants, and to exert our 


1 whole ſtrength, and to .employ the talents, be 


they more or fewer, committed to our truſt, to 
the beſt advantage. 


A degree of licentiouſneſs, moral corruption, 


and thoughtleſs diſſipation, without example 
among our pious Proteſtant forefathers on the 
one hand; an open contempt and deriſion of 


Chriſtianity, and of all our hopes and founda- 
tions of eternal life in Jeſus, on the other; 
many provocations to jealouſy from the labours 
of mean and illiterate men, who have ſeized 


and occupied our province, on the pretence that 
we have deſerted it, and, what ſhould be mat- 
ter of ſerious lamentation to all ranks of people, 
the arm of the Lord made bare in the chaſtiſe- 


fellow 


ment of ſo many of our fellow ſubjects and 
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fellow Proteftants by the calamities and defola- 
tions of a bloody and deſtructive war, threats 
ning a ſevere and ſpeedy viſitation far our un- 
fruitful enjoyment, and prolligate abuſe of thoſe 
greateſt of all earthly bleſſings; religious and 
Emil wen Al | 

"EM all of them, importune us to ariſe 
and be doing, to double our diligence in calling 
inen to repentance, and to put forth our whole 
powers and faculties to ſtem the torrent, to try 
the quick and powerful influence of the word 
of God in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, if by any 

means, by his bleſſing, we may become, at 
leaſt in part, the happy inſtröüss e of averting 
thoſe evils with which we are too viſibly threat- 
ned. And may the good ſpirit of God inſpire 
and inlighten us with a ſufficient 3 of 


2 


Dr . bleſs and proſper. it in out 


hands, and, in compaſſion to our wants and 


weakneſſes, ſupply us with every thing needful 
to make it effectual, through * Chriſt 2 
3 7 85 Amen. | | 3 1 
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